COMMENTARY

Only the free have disposition to be truthful.
Only the truthful have the interest to be just,
Only the just possess the will-power to be free.

For common justice can determine private freedom.
As a clear sky can tempt men to astronomy.
Or a peninsula persuade them to be sailors.

You talked of Liberty, but were not just; and now
Your enemies have called your bluff; for in your city,
Only the man behind the rifle had free-will.

One wish is common to you both, the wish to build
A world united as that Europe was in which
The flint-faced exile wrote his three~act comedy.

Lament not its decay; that shell was too constricting:
The years of private isolation had their lesson.
And in the interest of intelligence were necessary.

Now in the clutch of crisis and the bloody hour

You must defeat your enemies or perish, but remember,

Only by those who reverence it can life be mastered;

Only a whole and happy conscience can stand up

And answer their bleak lie; among the just,

And only there, is Unity compatible with Freedom.9

Night falls on China; the great arc of travelling shadow
Moves over land and ocean, altering life:
Thibet already silent, the packed Indias cooling,
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